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The l^orth Country Chamber of Commerce Is the largest business and economic development 
organization in northern New York, representfrig more than 4,200 employers in Essex, (Hamilton, 
Franklin, Clinton and northem Warren Counties. We serve as the leading entity fbr strategic 
development in the regk>n, witti a long record of engagement In the conservation, creation and 
maximization of transportation assets. 

In addition, we host and lead ttie Adirondack On Trade i^artnership, a broad coalition of interests 
dedicated to ttie regton's rail infrastructure, and I personally serve as Co-Chair of the North 
Country Regtonal Economic Devetopment Council by appoinbnent of the Govemor. 

We want to express our strongest possible support for the pending application of the Saratoga 
and Nortti Creek Railroad to initiate fheight servKe to Tahawus. The line from North Creek to 
Tahawus has been purposely retained tiirough the years as an economic devetopment asset, with 
this eventual restored activity specifically in mind ~ accessing the former mine operations at 
Tahawus and allowing the movement of materials tiiere to new markets by a means others than 
by truck. Tliis will facilitate ttie creation of badly needed emptoyment In this highly disbessed and 
remote area of New York, tap tiie use of rail as a "greener" form of transportation fbr teight than 
ti^cks, complete the restoration of ttiis histork: and strategic infrasbucture, and furttier bolster ttie 
sustainability of the entire short line. 

In addition to the support of the North Country Chamber, I am also attaching a refierenoe to rail in 
the Adirondacks from tiie reoentiy completed and adopted North Country Regional Economic 
Development Plan. This state sponsored and approved plan specifkaily highlights ttie preseoreftton 
and rehabilitation of all remaining rail infrasbucture within the Adirondacks as a key strategk: 
imperative. 

I thank you for your conskieration and kx>k forward to seeing tiiis worthy proposal apprx>ved and 
advanced as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

^^m-^ 
GafiV F. I3buglas / ^ 
Presklent and CE(r 

cc: Rep. William Owens 
Rep. Chris Gibson 
Senator Charles Schumer 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
NYSDOT Commisstoner Joan McDonakI 
Karen Rae, Governor's Deputy fbr Transportation 
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